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that a safe refuge for families was nec-
essary during illness. 

David’s House gives parents the abil-
ity to concentrate on their children 
without worrying about where to sleep, 
eat or shower during hospital visits. 
The House is staffed entirely by volun-
teers and receives donations from pri-
vate sources. After fifteen years of op-
eration, David’s House has assisted 
hundreds of families and eased the pain 
of coping with illness. Such stability 
and growth is a testament of the true 
importance and need for institutions 
like David’s House. 

Richard’s dedication to helping oth-
ers in a grave time of need is truly in-
spirational. It is an honor to represent 
him in the United States Senate.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO THE BELKNAP COUN-
TY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
GROUP 

∑ Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr. 
President, I rise today to pay tribute 
to the Belknap County Economic De-
velopment Group for receiving the 2000 
United States Small Business Adminis-
tration’s New Hampshire ‘‘Financial 
Services Advocate of the Year’’ award. 

Financial service advocates play an 
integral role in the success of a small 
business, particularly in their assist-
ance with access to credit. The 
Belknap County Economic Develop-
ment Group is no exception. They have 
been assisting small businesses in sur-
rounding communities with great suc-
cess since 1992. 

Initially formed to address economic 
issues plaguing the area at the time, it 
later expanded to assisting small busi-
nesses struggling to get off the ground. 
It currently operates a revolving loan 
fund and two micro-lending programs, 
as well as provides technical assistance 
and counseling. 

As a former small business owner in 
the state, I commend the Belknap 
County Economic Development Group 
for their hard work and dedication. It 
is truly an honor to represent them in 
the United States Senate.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO RUTH GRIFFIN—2000 
CITIZEN OF THE YEAR 

∑ Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr. 
President, I rise today to pay tribute 
to Ruth Griffin for being named the 
‘‘2000 Citizen of the Year’’ by the 
Greater Portsmouth Chamber of Com-
merce. 

Ruth’s dedication to the citizens of 
Portsmouth and its surrounding com-
munities has spanned an impression-
able thirty years. She exemplifies what 
is good about today’s society and 
proves that everyone can become in-
volved in his or her community in 
some small way. Ruth genuinely cares 
for the people of the seacoast and 
thinks of everyone as her children to 
some degree. Her unfaltering commit-
ment to assisting those in need or in 
crisis has touched the lives of many 
and garnered her an award for her ef-
forts. 

Aside from participating in countless 
community service events and pro-
grams, Ruth served on the Portsmouth 
School Board and the Police Commis-
sion. She extended her service beyond 
the seacoast to all of New Hampshire 
by serving terms in the New Hampshire 
State House and Senate. She currently 
serves as one of the governor’s execu-
tive councilors. Ruth gives one hun-
dred percent of her time and efforts to 
bettering the lives of those less fortu-
nate. Her kind-hearted care and con-
cern for the well-being of all she en-
counters proves her deep commitment 
to making New Hampshire a better 
place to live. Such dedication to her 
community and state is heart-warming 
and truly inspirational in a time where 
civic responsibility seems to be wan-
ing. 

It is citizens like Ruth who make our 
communities stronger and exemplify 
what is good about America today. It is 
an honor to serve Ruth in the United 
States Senate.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO BRETT MURPHY ON 
BEING NAMED PRESIDENTIAL 
SCHOLAR 

∑ Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr. 
President, I rise today to honor Brett 
Murphy of New Ipswitch, New Hamp-
shire, for being selected as a 2000 Presi-
dential Scholar by the United States 
Secretary of Education. 

Of the over 2.5 million graduating 
seniors nationwide, Brett is one of only 
141 seniors to receive this distinction 
for academics. This impressive young 
man is well-deserving of the title of 
Presidential Scholar. I wish to com-
mend Brett for his outstanding 
achievement. 

As a student at Saint Bernard’s Cen-
tral Catholic High School in New 
Hampshire, Brett has served as a role 
model for his peers through his com-
mitment to excellence. Brett’s deter-
mination promises to guide him in the 
future. 

It is certain that Brett will continue 
to excel in his future endeavors. I wish 
to offer my most sincere congratula-
tions and best wishes to Brett. His 
achievements are truly remarkable. It 
is an honor to represent him in the 
United States Senate.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JAY BORDEN—2000 
ENTREPRENEUR OF THE YEAR 

∑ Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr. 
President, I rise today to honor Jay 
Borden, for his recognition as the 2000 
Entrepreneur of the Year by the New 
Hampshire High Technology Council. 

Jay is the President and CEO of 
Granite Systems, Inc., a leading pro-
vider in configuration management so-
lutions to the telecommunications in-
dustry worldwide. His company is a 
rapidly growing success because of its 
innovative approaches to supporting a 
wide array of network technologies. 
This allows Granite Systems the 
chance to do business with a wider 

spectrum of clients and to solidify 
their golden reputation in the fast- 
paced world of telecommunications 
technology. 

Under Jay’s strong leadership, his 
company has maintained a policy of 100 
percent employee stock participation, 
a program intended to create a real dif-
ference for all employees if the com-
pany reaches its valuation and liquid-
ity goals. He is truly dedicated to fur-
thering the creative development of his 
employees through work-conducive 
programs. Because of the examples Jay 
has set for others, his employees are 
also deeply committed to high quality 
service and products. 

Jay’s sharp business skills and tele-
communications experience prove to be 
just the right combination for a busi-
ness that shows its success not only in 
dollar figures, but in the contributions 
it makes to leading new technologies. 
His commitment to the advancement 
of New Hampshire’s technological 
economy is truly commendable. It is 
companies like Jay’s that prove New 
Hampshire’s true competitiveness in 
the technological field. Jay, it is an 
honor to represent you in the United 
States Senate.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO KRISTINE WEST— 
AMERICAN LEGION LADIES AUX-
ILIARY NATIONAL PRESIDENT 

∑ Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr. 
President, I rise today to pay tribute 
to Kristine West for her recent selec-
tion as National President of the 
American Legion Auxiliary. 

Kristine’s commitment to public 
service as a member of the American 
Legion Auxiliary is evident through 
her long list of accomplishments. In a 
time where civic duties seem to be 
waning, Kristine exemplifies true civic 
pride and involvement. Not only has 
she been an active member of the La-
dies Auxiliary for over 20 years, she has 
given freely of her time to the town of 
Sutton as a member of the North Sut-
ton Improvement Society and the Sut-
ton Historical Society; working to bet-
ter New Hampshire’s scenic and his-
toric heritage for all Granite Staters. 

Kristine was a member of the Amer-
ican Legion Department of New Hamp-
shire for five years before moving on to 
national level work. Her ten years of 
experience as chairwoman of various 
national committees proves that she is 
more than capable of handling the posi-
tion of President. Her commitment to 
such organizations as Habitat for Hu-
manity, the Education Committee and 
the Community Service Committee 
prove her strong dedication to helping 
surrounding communities and individ-
uals in need. 

Kristine’s hard work, determination 
and energy are truly commendable. Her 
deep concern for the common good is 
admirable. She has truly demonstrated 
the qualities of strong leadership which 
will take her far in her new position. It 
is an honor to represent her in the 
United States Senate.∑ 
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